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LORD CLJVJS                           CHAP.

Clive lived on the best of terms with the Governors
of the European settlements; and his countrymen"in
Bengal placed implicit confidence in his honour and
judgment. He won the respect and affection of the
natives by his uniform consideration for their feelings,
and so long as he ruled Bengal they lived in ease and
security. Complaints there certainly were, but they
came from Englishmen whose tyranny had been re-
strained, and not from natives who had been oppressed.
He had an intimate knowledge of the character of the
natives,1 and, to increase his consequence in their eyes,
he accepted patents of nobility from the Padishah, and
had his native title, Sabut Jung, engraved on his Persian
seal. The awe with which he was regarded is amusingly
illustrated by a story told by a native historian. Meer
Jaffier, on a certain occasion, blamed one of his nobles,
whose followers had engaged in a brawl with some of
the Company's sepoys. ** Are you yet to learn," he said,
"who that Colonel Clive is, and in what station God
has placed him $" " I," replied the chief, " I quarrel
with the Colonel! I who never get up in the morning
without mating three profound bows to his jackass !
How could I be bold enough after that to fall out with
his rider?"
Clive never allowed his private interests to influence
his conduct of public affairs. Although he felt no
scruples about enriching himself when the public did not
ostensibly suffer, his policy was never dictated by the
hope of personal gain. After Plassey he had ample
opportunities of adding to his wealth, but, excepting the
1 He is said to have had a very slight acquaintance with the
languages of the country.